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San Joaquin Speaker Series:
Education Coming Out of the Pandemic

We’d be crazy if we didn’t get creative… what can we do to support our students?



Background for today’s San Joaquin A+ Speaker Series Webinar  

● Our goals today:
○ Get a clear picture of where student learning and family perceptions of learning is coming 

out of the pandemic
■ Review Local Student Learning Data Pre-Pandemic, Review Parent Perception Data, 

Review the Impact of the Pandemic on Learning Nationally and Locally
○ Identify solutions that will help our students and schools overcome this challenge.

■ Discuss Creative Solutions and Next Steps

● Guests:
○ Margaret (Macke) Raymond, Distinguished Research Fellow, Stanford University Hoover 

Institution 
○ Bruce Roberson, Retired Lincoln USD educator, and former head of the education 

committee for the Stockton branch of the NAACP 
○ Sahila Shah, University of the Pacific Student, Graduate of McNair High School in Stockton

TOGETHER, WE NEED TO HAVE A COMMON UNDERSTANDING OF: WHAT’S 
GOING ON?



School Performance Data  

2019 SPACC DATA: SJ County and 
SUSD lagged behind the State 
average in both math and reading 
proficiency the last time the SPACC 
was administered in 2019. 

A-G Data: SUSD and SJ County lag behind the 
State in % of students who meet A-G 
Requirements; however, SUSD actually 
outperforms the county in this area, due in part 
to the ‘A-G for All’ initiative in previous years that 
helped SUSD students make gains in this area.



School Performance Data  

SPACC Scores by Race & Income: When we 
look closer at student learning data it reveals 
significant gaps in performance, with the 
most striking data showing that just 1 in 10 
black students in Stockton were performing 
on grade level in Math before the pandemic.

SUSD Suspension Rates: Suspension rates 
further reveal some striking differences in 
how often students of different races and 
socioeconomic backgrounds are being 
suspended. 
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THERE ARE LARGE RACIAL ACHIEVEMENT 
GAPS, WHICH ARE WIDEST IN AREAS WITH 
SIGNIFICANT ECONOMIC DISPARITIES.

Illustrative example: Stockton Unified 
School District

Overall student achievement (pooled 
math/ELA) was 2.2 grade levels 
below the national average.

White students in Stockton were on 
average 1.5 grade levels behind.

Latino students in Stockton were on 
average 2.4 grade levels behind. 
This representations a gap of 0.9 
grade levels to their white peers.

Black students in Stockton were on 
average 2.9 grade levels behind. 
This represents a gap of 1.4 grade 
levels to their white peers.

Parents’ socioeconomic status Richer 🡪🡪 Poorer 

There are large gaps between white 
students and their Black and Latino 
classmates.

The gaps are largest in places with 
large economic disparities.

Bubbles represent districts, sizes are proportional to 
student enrollment. There are three bubbles per 
district, one each to represent white, Black, and 
Latino students.
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Interconnectedness of Race & Class
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Note: Achievement calculated using average of district-level standardized test scores on state accountability tests. Spans grades 3-8 following 10 cohorts of students entering K 
in 2000-2009. Scores reported are average of Math & ELA, and calibrated across states, years, and grades. Socioeconomic status captures income, the percentage of parents 
with a college degree, the percentage of single parents, poverty, SNAP and unemployment rates.
Source: Reardon (SEDA data as displayed in NYTimes 2016)

https://cepa.stanford.edu/seda/overview
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2016/04/29/upshot/money-race-and-success-how-your-school-district-compares.html


The Impact of COVID on Learning Locally and Nationally

The pandemic’s toll: National test scores 
show progress slowed, gaps widened: 

According the the national non-profit 
publication Chalkbeat - the pandemic 
slowed progress in math and reading for 
millions of U.S. students, according to 
new national data.

Data confirms Black, Latino, and 
low-income students were hit hardest.

Younger students saw some of the 
biggest declines, as did students 
attending high-poverty schools. 

https://www.chalkbeat.org/2021/7/28/22596904/pandemic-covid-school-learning-loss-nwea-mckinsey
https://www.chalkbeat.org/2021/7/28/22596904/pandemic-covid-school-learning-loss-nwea-mckinsey


Stockton USD shared this data about student performance in fall 2021 at a public board meeting on 
9/28 

This data 
shows that 
just 6.5% of 
students are 
on grade level 
in Math 
coming out of 
the pandemic!



Stockton USD shared this data about student performance in fall 2021 at a public board 
meeting on 9/28 

This data 
shows that 
just 14% of 
students are 
on grade 
level in 
reading 
coming out 
of the 
pandemic!



Survey of San Joaquin Voters - Recap and Parent Takeaways

Our February survey results show that overall, voters in San Joaquin County hunger for big 
change. What’s more, voters have a clear idea of which industries will drive San Joaquin 

County’s future: healthcare (59%), agriculture (40%), and education (31%). 

The results show that civic leaders and public officials have both a significant 
challenge, and a unique opportunity, as they move to lead us beyond the pandemic.



Some paths to creative solutions

1. Bring the whole community to the table around solutions

2. Get creative about potential solutions – and to create a system that truly 
supports our youth from cradle to career. 

A few concrete ideas:
a. Use Technology and Updated Student Assessment Data to Better 

Differentiate Learning and Provide Social and Emotional Supports for 
Students

b. Create Clearer and Cheaper Pathways to College and Career with Early 
College High Schools

c. Grow the Quantity, the Quality, and the Integration of Early Learning

3. To build community trust, it’s vital that districts are fully transparent and 
accountable for how every dollar in relief money is spent



Thank you.



San Joaquin A+ Speaker Series

Fun Fact: this song was composed by Brian Bùi, 
specifically for San Joaquin A+. Brian Bùi is a young 
composer in the San Joaquin Valley. His work spans 
multiple genres from jazz, orchestral, barbershop, 
and even Vietnamese traditional music!

Song:San 
Joaquin A+ by 

Brian Bùi


