


San Joaquin A+ 2021 
Back to School Brief:
‘All Hands On Deck for Our Students’

Amidst these challenges though, we are presented with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity in the form of millions of 
dollars in federal stimulus to both come back from the pandemic and change these longtime trends. Specifically, over 
$500 million in federal stimulus dollars is being sent to the five largest school districts in San Joaquin County over 
just the next three years, which is more one-time money than districts have received during any other period in our 
lifetimes.
 
is is wis is why, at San Joaquin A+ we believe we’d be crazy if we didn’t get creative and do whatever is possible to support 
our students. In this report, we will share information about what we know about the state of schools ater a year or 
more of remote work, as well as what we knew about the state of student learning before that. We need to know 
where we are in order to figure out where we should go, and our hope is that by accurately understanding where our 
students and schools stand, we can all work together with the appropriate sense of urgency and care to give our 
children the quality education that they need and deserve in the coming years.

IIn order to help create a baseline about student learning for educators, families, and community leaders, we’ve 
organized this report into a few key topics:  

1. Baseline Data about SJ County and Stockton Schools

2. e Impact of COVID on Learning Locally and Nationally

3. How  San Joaquin County Residents Feel About eir Schools

4. Local Opportunities and Next Steps



Baseline Data about SJ County and Stockton Schools: 

To start, we are sharing data about student learning, graduation requirement attainment, and suspensions across 
the county and Stockton. As you will note, test indicators are from the last year SPACC tests were administered in 
2019, and other data are from the 2020 school year. 

% Low Income Reading (18-19) Math (18-19) A-G Req (19-20) Suspension 
Rates (19-20)

State 62%
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A-G Data: 

SUSD and SJ SUSD and SJ County lag 
behind the State in % of 
students who meet A-G 
Requirements; however, 
SUSD actually outperforms 
the county in this area due 
in part to the ‘A-G for All’ 
initiatiinitiative in previous years 
that helped SUSD students 
make gains in this area.

2019 SPACC Data: 

SJ SJ County and SUSD 
students lagged behind the 
State average in both math 
and reading proficiency the 
last time the SPACC was 
administered in 2019.
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SUSD % Met or Exceeded SPACC 
Math and Reading by Race/Income
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SPACC Scores by Race & Income: 

When we look closer at student learning data it reveals significant gaps in performance, with the most striking data showing 
that just 1 in 10 black students in Stockton were performing on grade level in Math before the pandemic.

SUSD Suspension Rates: 

Suspension rates further reveal some striking diferences in how oten students of diferent races and socioeconomic backgrounds 
are being suspended.

We share this data not to break news or to lay blame, but as a way to share the baseline that our students and educators are starting from as they return to school 
buildings, and to help ground our upcoming conversations about solutions in the data of student learning and experience. We have a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity to make an impact for students, but we have to know where they were before the pandemic, and where they likely are now in 2021.
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e Impact of COVID on Learning Locally and Nationally: 

We are learning more about the impact of remote schooling and the pandemic on student learning every day. And we 
won’t truly know until we have a full year of in-person schooling under our belts, with the instruction and learning 
measurement associated, the long-term impact this time may have had on our students. With that in mind, there is 
increasing data at the national level and diferent states that can inform our assumptions about the state of our 
students here in Stockton, as well as circumstances that we can safely assume have also had an impact on student 
learning. 

We are sharing a few key resources and studies on what we know so far:
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Most Parents Are Ready for Schools to Open: 
e majority of parents (67%) in San Joaquin 
County feel comfortable with their children 
returning to schools in person. A plurality (47%) 
believe schools have not re-opened quickly 
enough, while 28% feel schools reopened at the 
right pace and 25% feel schools reopened too 
quicklquickly.

66% are worried

72%

77% 
of parents

Parents Feel eir Children Need Immediate 
Support: 66% of parents with school age 
children are worried their children have fallen 
behind. And they place a very high priority in 
the areas of social and emotional support in 
schools, and 1-on-1 academic tutoring to help 
catch children up.

Parents Want Engagement and 
Transparency Around Federal Dollars: 77% of 
parents say it is important for local 
stakeholders like parents and teachers to have 
a seat at the table in conversations about how 
money is spent. Questions about 
transparency and accountability around 
fedefederal dollars stand out as areas of priority 
for residents throughout the survey.

San Joaquin County Residents are Ready for 
Innovation and Change: 72% of those surveyed 
think we should use these dollars to drive 
innovation in schools, to try new and creative 
approaches to educate students.

Parents are Focused on Jobs and the Future for 
eir Children: Parents not only have immediate 

concerns about getting students back on track, 
but share a strong priority for programs that will 
create pathways to jobs, and more afordable 
college access. Questions that mentioned 
programs that prepare students for jobs and 
cacareers consistently were ranked near the top 
priorities throughout the survey.

Stockton Unified School District Data:

Stockton USD shared this data about student performance in 
fall 2021 at a public board meeting on 9/28 

Stockton USD shared this data about student performance in 
fall 2021 at a public board meeting on 9/28 
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66% of parents with school age children are worried 
their children have fallen behind.
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Parents Feel eir Children Need Immediate 
Support: 66% of parents with school age 
children are worried their children have fallen 
behind. And they place a very high priority in 
the areas of social and emotional support in 
schools, and 1-on-1 academic tutoring to help 
catch children up.

Parents Want Engagement and 
Transparency Around Federal Dollars: 77% of 
parents say it is important for local 
stakeholders like parents and teachers to have 
a seat at the table in conversations about how 
money is spent. Questions about 
transparency and accountability around 
fedefederal dollars stand out as areas of priority 
for residents throughout the survey.

San Joaquin County Residents are Ready for 
Innovation and Change: 72% of those surveyed 
think we should use these dollars to drive 
innovation in schools, to try new and creative 
approaches to educate students.

Parents are Focused on Jobs and the Future for 
eir Children: Parents not only have immediate 

concerns about getting students back on track, 
but share a strong priority for programs that will 
create pathways to jobs, and more afordable 
college access. Questions that mentioned 
programs that prepare students for jobs and 
cacareers consistently were ranked near the top 
priorities throughout the survey.

How  San Joaquin County Residents Feel About eir Schools: 

77% of parents say it is important for local stakeholders like 
parents and teachers to have a seat at the table in conversations 
about how money is spent.

72% of those surveyed think we should use these dollars to 
drive innovation in schools.
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San Joaquin County Residents are Ready for 
Innovation and Change: 72% of those surveyed 
think we should use these dollars to drive 
innovation in schools, to try new and creative 
approaches to educate students.

Parents are Focused on Jobs and the Future for 
eir Children: Parents not only have immediate 

concerns about getting students back on track, 
but share a strong priority for programs that will 
create pathways to jobs, and more afordable 
college access. Questions that mentioned 
programs that prepare students for jobs and 
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Local Opportunities and Recommended Next Steps:

e student learning data both from before and ater the pandemic shows how urgent the need is to create a focused 
plan to improve student outcomes. We believe that doing what we’ve done before won’t be enough, and surveys show 
that Stockton families agree. In order to make progress, there will need to be a collective, creative, and transparent 
efort to use the return to in-person learning and the once-in-a-lifetime amount of federal stimulus dollars to put 
students on a road to successful academic outcomes. 

Specifically, a few next steps and solutions might include.

1. First, we must bring the whole community to the table around solutions. ree-quarters of San 
Joaquin County adults believe that parents, teachers, employers, and non-profit leaders should have 
a voice in determining how to best use this funding, and they’re right. With stakes as high as this, 
we need to leverage every bit of expertise our region has to ofer.

2. Second, we must use this funding to get creative about potential solutions – and to create a 
system that truly supports our youth from cradle to career. What should this innovation look like? 
We see a few key opportunities:

3.3. ird, in order to keep the trust of community members, it’s vital that districts are fully 
transparent and accountable for how relief money is spent. e public has seen too many cases 
where government spending was opaque, and they didn’t see the benefits, to blindly trust that their 
tax dollars will be spent wisely.

Grow the Quantity, the Quality, and the Integration of Early Learning:  With the State investing 
more money than ever in early learning, we see a golden opportunity to grow the number of 3 and 
4-year-olds who have access to early learning, and to make sure that learning is coordinated and 
aligned with our K-12 system. 

Use Use Technology and Updated Student Assessment Data to Better Diferentiate Learning and 
Provide Social and Emotional Supports for Students:  Good educators and schools have been 
doing this for a long time, but now with increased technology spread across our schools, and the 
challenge of students coming back with huge gaps in their learning, it is more important than 
ever. Schools can use new resources to better understand where children are, to design unique 
learning plans for them, and to invest in support to fuel that learning.

CCreate Clearer and Cheaper Pathways to College and Career with Early College High Schools:  
An earlier poll of County residents found that 86 percent support the idea of “Early College High 
Schools”, which would provide students with free college credits and career focused pathways 
that put young people on a path to graduate high school with an Associate’s degree, and paid 
meaningful internships. We should listen to these residents and use some of these dollars to 
reimagine our high schools. We can use stimulus dollars as a spark to realign our high school 
system with the industries that are creating high-paying jobs in our region, including healthcare, 
agricultuagriculture, and education.  


